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is the hitherto much underrated Drama, 
" Lust's Dominion, or the Lascivious Queen " 
(The Spanish Moor's Tragedy), which is treat- 
ed at length in the Appendix and its connec- 
tion with "Titus Andronicus,'" "Othello" 
and " Richard III." pointed out. 

A very instructive review of this book by 
Prof. Brandt has appeared in the Gdttingisch- 
en Gelekrten Anzeigen of Sept. 1891, pp. 708- 
728, in which Schroer's investigations of the 
" Typische Charaktere " are continued. 



H. A. Rennert. 



Universty cf Pennsylvania. 



ENGLISH POE TR Y. 

The Poems of William Dunbar, edited with 
Introductions, Various Readings and Notes, 
by J. Schipper, Ph. D., Parts i and ii. 
Published by the Kaiserliche Akademie der 
Wissenschaften, Vienna, 1891. 4to, pp. 197. 

A critical review of this work will be in place 
when all its parts are issued ; for the present, 
we must call attention to the admirable plan, 
and to the accurate work so far laid before us. 

English is used throughout in the notes and 
explanations, as well as in the introduction 
(Part i) which contains a careful bibliography 
and plentiful critical material. The text is a 
piece of luxury, in large, clear type, with 
ample margins about the quarto page ; and the 
explanatory notes justify the adjective, being 
historical and comparative as well as philo- 
logical. Admirable, also, are the remarks 
prefixed to each poem ; such an introduction 
to the famous "Flyting of Dunbar with 
Kennedy " covers ten pages. 

The order of the poems is mainly that fol- 
lowed in Schipper's excellent work, 'William 
Dunbar, Sein Leben und seine Gedichte,' 
Berlin, 1884. In this earlier volume, our 
author showed himself well fitted for his task, 
giving us an adequate and sympathetic sketch 
of a poet too often neglected by scholars and 
too little known by the public. This present 
edition of Dunbar reflects credit not only upon 
the scholar who has undertaken it, but also 
upon the learned body which puts it forth ; and 
it only does justice, luxurious as all its appoint- 
ments are, to the worth of a poet who alone 



among the disciples of Chaucer was worthy to 
take the laurel from his master's brow. 

Francis B. Gummere. 
Haverford College. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE ANGLO-SAXON gien(a), giet{a.) 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes : 

Sirs : In the Mod. Lang. Notes for Febru- 
ary, Prof. Hart, referring to a comunication of 
mine to the London Academy of December 19, 
states that he doubts if the masc. forms glen 
giena can be found in "genuine Wessex 
texts," and is hence led "to infer that the 
word is confined to Northern speech," and 
that I, therefore, "have no right to use a 
Wessex *gien (*giena) in support of [my] 
theory." 

Prof. Hart really challenges Sievers to give 
his "authority" for the use of the forms in his 
grammar. Prof. Sievers will doubtless answer 
for himself, but as Prof. Hart seems to imply 
that I must have gotten the forms from Sievers' 
grammar, I take it upon myself to reply to his 
communication. 

I am not aware that the forms gien giena 
occur in pure W.S. texts. But Grein records 
seven cases of gien and one of giena, to which 
should be added, as Prof. Hart suggests, gina 
"El." 1070, Grein retaining here Thorpe's 
error, gena. We have all learned that it would 
not do to use the mixed speech of the poetical 
texts as a basis for grammar-making ; but now 
that the laws of sound-change have been made 
pretty clear, for W.S. at least, have we no 
right to make use of the light they shed upon 
the forms of the poetical text ? When in these 
texts, among the many W.S. forms that are 
familiar to us from the reading of prose texts, 
we come upon a form that answers all the 
requirements of W.S. genuineness, are we to 
drop it when we find it does not happen to 
have come down to us in prose texts ? In 
O.E. poetry we have preserved a goodly 
number of antique words and forms, which 
the writers of the time were familiar with, but 
did not use in prose. Surely, Prof. Hart 
would not assign all these to non-W.S. dialects, 
particulary when they have good W.S. form. ■ 
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